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In this month in London……
1 May 1421: Whittington’s Longhouse opens – the first gender-segregated 
public toilet in London
9 May 1662: Samuel Pepys witnesses a Punch and Judy show in Covent
Garden, the first on record
1 May 1750: Handel begins the tradition of benefit performances of ‘The
Messiah’ at and for the Foundling Hospital
2 May 1774: The Society of Antiquaries of London open the coffin of Edward I 
in Westminster Abbey and discover that his body has been perfectly 
preserved for 467 years
21 May 1787: the original Lords Cricket Ground holds its first cricket match
15 May 1800: George III survives two assassination attempts in London – in 
Hyde park, a bullet intended for him hits a man standing alongside and later 
at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane, two bullets fired by an insane man hit the 
wooden panel behind him
22 May 1869: Sainsbury’s first store opens, in Drury Lane
24 May 1906: The Ritz Hotel opens, the first significant steel-framed building 
in London
20 May 1913: First Chelsea Flower Show



1 May 1421: Whittington’s Longhouse 
opens…

• Whittington's Longhouse (or Whittington's Longhouse and 
Almshouse) was a public toilet in Cheapside, London, 
constructed with money given or bequeathed by Richard 
Whittington, Lord Mayor of London. The toilet had 128 
seats: 64 for men and 64 for women. It operated from 
around 1 May 1421, until the seventeenth century.

• Destroyed in the Great Fire

• The Longhouse, though it was not London's first public 
toilet, was the first public toilet in the capital divided by 
gender



9 May 1662: Samuel 
Pepys witnesses a 

Punch and Judy show…

• “Thence to see an Italian puppet play that is 
within the rayles there, which is very pretty, 
the best that ever I saw, and great resort of 
gallants.”

• Performed by the Italian puppet showman 
Pietro Gimonde from Bologna, otherwise 
known as Signor Bologna. Unlike today's 
Punch and Judy, Bologna used marionettes 
– stringed puppets – rather than glove 
puppets. In October 1662 Bologna was 
granted a royal command performance by 
Charles II at Whitehall. The king rewarded 
'Signor Bologna, alias Pollicinella' with a 
gold chain and medal worth £25, or £3,000 
in today's prices.

Plaque in St Paul’s 
Church, Covent 
Garden



21 May 1787: the original 
Lords Cricket Ground holds 

its first cricket match…

• Established by Thomas Lord in what is 
now Dorset Square

• The first match known to have been 
played at Lord's Old Ground was 
White Conduit Club v Middlesex on 
Monday 21 May 1787

• Lord relocated in 1811 to Lord's 
Middle Ground, a site at Lisson Grove, 
but he lost that venue after only three 
years because the land was 
requisitioned for a canal cutting. In 
1814, he opened the present Lord's 
Cricket Ground, formerly a duckpond 
in St John's Wood.



22 May 1869: 
Sainsbury’s first 
store opens…

• John James 
Sainsbury and his 
wife Mary Ann 
opened a store at 
173 Drury Lane

• When it first 
opened the shop 
only sold three 
items; milk, eggs 
and butter

Sainsbury’s first shop in 
Drury Lane, c. 1919

John James Sainsbury and his 
wife Mary Ann



24 May 1906: The 
Ritz Hotel opens…

• “Builder’s Journal” 
described it as ”…the finest 
example in England of the 
use of American 
techniques” – steel frame 
with brick cladding

• Innovations included
bathrooms for every
bedroom, double glazing, 
and brass rather than 
wooden beds



20 May 1913: First Chelsea Flower Show…

• May 20 1913 saw the first show 
at Chelsea, known as the Great 
Spring Show. The first shows 
were three-day events held 
within a single marquee.

• 17 show gardens
• Three nurseries still showing 

today had exhibits in the 1913 
show

• The only garden to win a Gold 
medal before the war was also 
in 1913 and was awarded to a 
rock garden created by John 
Wood of Boston Spa

Queen Alexandra at the 1913 
Chelsea Flower Show


